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r centuries the tide of progress and civilization has been ctg its way toward the West. Its course has been marked ood and carnage. The history of the Middle Ages and of :rn times chronicles the nations and empires that have in this mighty current, and the new life and new civiliza-;hat have sprung up over the ruins of the old. That flood pushing its irresistible course onward, still swept on, mit.il r day it mingled its waters with the Great Pacific Ocean. Ultima Thule having at last been reached, the great ebb-began to course its way backward; and America, the gest of nations, in gratitude for all the past, as a token of mity and her friendship, has sent back on the advance nt of this return tide not ships of war nor armed troops, er most cherished institutions, a fully equipped American
lethal here, to-day, on the beautiful and picturesque shores j classic Bosphorus, on the very spot where the nations of last four and a half centuries ago erected and left the well-rved monument of their passage to the West, stands rt College. What a tale and what a history! Robert ge here and the Towers of Roumeli-Hissar there! The lie fortified remains of bygone wars, the other the tranquil 2m of returning peace. What a double tale do these two ,utions speak to one another! The tie that unites them is >f love and peace, a league more puissant than army or for the welfare and happiness of nations. When centuries have rolled by and another Gibbon shall come to write ipires, may it be his privilege to record no longer the ic and fall, but the rise and rejuvenation of this Orient lich we look with affection.
id now that I had been received and entertained by t everybody in Constantinople, it was time for my mce with the Sultan, wbo came last like the prima .a. Official functions at Yildis Palace, as the Sultan's ence is called (Yildis meaning star), were always , dignified and punctilious. Royal carriages were from the Palace with escorts for myself and staff, le entrance to the Palace we were met by the Intro-